WARDEN'S   POST              141

uniform, resembling a workman's dungarees.
When the sirens go he mounts his bicycle and
rides round the district, opening the locked
shelters, and unlocking the First Aid apparatus
and the shovels for dealing with incendiary
bombs. If it is not locked up, this equipment
provided by the locality for the public benefit
* is invariably stolen. The thieves are as difficult
to detect as the slatterns who leave the shelters
littered with newspapers or the greasy wrappings
of their fish-and-chips.

These   surface   shelters,   built  of brick  and
roofed with concrete, are reported to withstand
any catastrophe but a direct hit from a bomb.
They are said to be impervious to bullets and
splinters, and the blast from an explosion may
rock but will not shatter them.  Each thick squat
building has an jalternative exit filled in with
sheet-iron or loose bricks which can easily be
removed.  A dim electric bulb provides illumin-
ation.    If the  raid   destroys  the  local  supply
of electricity, a lamp padlocked to the ceiling
will   provide  light  from  its   separate  battery.
Before the London raids have become severe,
these shelters are popular owing to the sound-
proof material which shuts out the noise of anti-
aircraft barrage and distant bombs. Later, when
several direct hits have shown that they may
become death-traps which increase the number
of casualties,  a widespread agitation for deep